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age to stand with us and demand that we do
better.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:45 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,

he referred to Joseph and Tina Chery, whose son
was killed in a gang crossfire in 1993, and Gen.
Barry R. McCaffrey, USA (Ret.), Director, Office
of National Drug Control Policy.

Memorandum on the Youth Crime Gun Interdiction Initiative
July 8, 1996

Memorandum for the Secretary of the Treasury,
the Attorney General

Subject: Implementation of the Youth Crime
Gun Interdiction Initiative

Firearms violence is a scourge on our society.
Homicides committed by young people with
firearms have nearly tripled since 1985, and
other types of gun-related violence have been
on the rise. Too many guns are in the hands
of our Nation’s children.

Through the Brady Handgun Violence Pre-
vention Act and the Violent Crime Control and
Law Enforcement Act of 1994, we have reduced
criminals’ access to firearms, including military-
style assault weapons. We are using the Gun-
Free Schools Act of 1994 to take guns out of
schools, making schools a safer learning environ-
ment for our children.

In addition, working in cooperation with State
and local law enforcement in unprecedented
fashion, Federal investigators and prosecutors
have successfully disrupted numerous illicit gun
markets across the country over the last 3 years.
We need to strengthen our efforts to clamp
down on these illegal markets, especially those
that provide crime guns to children.

The Department of the Treasury’s Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms (ATF) has devel-
oped a pilot program that will trace all guns
used in crime that are seized by Federal, State,
and local law enforcement officers, and work
with that trace information to help identify ille-
gal gun traffickers. The project utilizes an inno-

vative computer software system that examines
crime gun trace information and provides law
enforcement officers with crucial investigative
leads about the sources of these guns. By ana-
lyzing patterns of gun trafficking that exist in
an area, we are developing more effective law
enforcement strategies to target illegal gun traf-
fickers for prosecution, particularly those who
put guns into the hands of our Nation’s young
people.

I am directing you to implement this project
in 17 pilot cities: Atlanta, Georgia; Boston, Mas-
sachusetts; Baltimore, Maryland; Birmingham,
Alabama; Bridgeport, Connecticut; Cleveland,
Ohio; Inglewood, California; Jersey City, New
Jersey; Memphis, Tennessee; Milwaukee, Wis-
consin; New York, New York; Richmond, Vir-
ginia; Salinas, California; Seattle, Washington;
San Antonio, Texas; St. Louis, Missouri; and
Washington, D.C.

In addition, you should work with local, State,
and Federal law enforcement in each of these
cities to ensure that all crime guns seized in
their cities are traced and to develop joint inves-
tigative and prosecutorial strategies to combat
the problem of illegal gun trafficking. Your ef-
forts should build upon existing partnership pro-
grams with State and local law enforcement offi-
cers, such as the Anti-Violent Crime Initiative.

You should jointly report to me in writing
by August 8, 1997, on the first-year accomplish-
ments of this project.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON
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